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The preparations for this trip were fraught with uncertainties.On the Tth Jan P\u”"
I went to the City for & secan becmuse of the -ain I had in the g=11 bladder region
in December;I was given a cle rance. Then Maud deve'ored some sort of Tlo-ter

and flashes in her right eye »nd here ag-in Dr Finlay ineisted on a visit to
hosnital but the RVH eye cliniclin the persons of Geraldine °nd Dr Loean)said
there was nothing to worry about;that was on the I4th. Also he sent her for
blood test and grouping at the Centre in Durh- m Street. The weather also
turned cold with snow,both in NI and in Engl®nd so th=t it w"s only on

Friday IBth th:t there seemed a reasonable chence th-t Aldergrove and Heathrow
would be open, We keft home by texi on Sat IS9th vi» the Hannshstown road and
although snow was still lying tha ro"d was good-no problem compared with

the time we once took Jill to the air-ort and found ourselves(in the car)
skating helplessly down a sids road at the V junction, So we got the I0.302m
BA shutile having nhoned Cathrin from Aldergrove so she could meat us at
Terminal I, where we &lso met Len & Rona Stroud\ Botswana friends) with

whom we had previously arranged to h@ve lunch(at their f1't in Uxbridge).

Then after a pleas=snt ch=t over 1unch{nr3pared meinly by RHuth-one of their
adopteé Chinese daughters) Len drove us b-ck to Terminal3 where we had an hour
or so more with Cathrin before checking in for the Zambi-n Airwoys flight

to Lussaka which left more or less on time at TPM. Flight "nd food quite good-
better thon we had excected;but the DC I0 had not enough toilets to cove!
Putting our watches two hours forward for lecal time it was about 6.30 am

at Lusaka 2nd even at this early hour warm moist air met us on our walk toc the
Airport building. We decide not teo risk the trin into the ecity even though

our onwzrd flight te J'burg was not til1l 2.40pm so srent the morning resting
in the devsrture lounge,which luckily was not busy-we even 13id down for =
nap, Contrary to our exvectations about Zambis the fopd =nd drink was not too
dear-perhips the exchange rate for the Kwacha favoured us., So on to J'burg

by SAA flight,arriving= at Jon Smuts about 4.50 =-m. Only oroblem was one
Globetrotter suitcase bedly dented(they had to try hard to achieve that!), but
they have promised to renlace it). Arrived pretty tired at the Jacaranda,
which seems like a second home; still mostly the s=me staff =nd residents,
including our friemd from nnodesia who lost a leg when working on the r ilways
there, But the place is not ac busy-=scribed by the receiticnist Gail to the
general recsgsion. However Mr Harford at LeisureMebie,from whor we hired a
Tcycts Corollaias agent for Budget Rent a Car) s=id that tourism was still
gocd; 1t was the import trade that was in difficulties because of the low
value of the rand{now about 2.50 to the pound);(of course this suits us as
internal pricse in 54 do notseem 1o have risen too much-brandy R7.50 a beottle
and petrol n2,86 a galloy, but some elothing is dssr), Monday 2Ist was a busy
day fixinz up the bank and the: car,visiting the Tourist office and shopping
in the Carlton Centre and Woolworths not to mention Solly Kramers.
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The newspavers here are analysing the effect of Senztor Edward Kennedy's
visit., There may be little res-ect for him personally but it is recognised
that he is symptomatic of a widening of influence of the anti-apertheid

lobby in America which could ensure the enactment of trade bans with & 4

very soon. Kennedy tock care to see all the as-ects which make good publicity
for the anti-apsrtheid lobby and one natur~lly wondees whether he was really
interested in seeing the other side of the coin:if not it bodes ill for

S A in particular and southern Africa in general if the USA is able to
contemplate the dire effects of weakening S A economic=11y and wolitieally
without concern for the wider comsecuences. No one in the western world seems
to think it necessary, and certainly not desirable,to spell out the political
arguments on which apartheid nolicies are based,much less to examine what
there may be by way of a wiable:-alternative in the present complicated

racial and cultural traditions in the area. Do they really want the country

to sink inte the autocratic/chactic type of administration so preva:ent in
Africa? Not surely,unless they are horving for = power vacuum which they can
fillibut the communist bloe would love this situation too? On the conservation
front & A is very concerned that it still menufactures a chemical allied fo
DDT 2nd which is being used(illegally) by farmers,causing river ool ution,
especislly in Natal, Then there is the not uncommon resort of yel snother
shark incident on the Durbesn cozst-an I8 ye=sr old youth h~d his right calf

and foot8avaged by a Grest White shark while surfing off the unprotected
Umbogintwini beach. Heavy rains round Johannesburg,causing fleoding,were
another he=dline;apparently it has been a good rainy season,generally s-eaking,
and I heard the¥ Botswana had also benefited.

On Tuesday 22nd we were ready to KIXKI 1eave J'burg by the MI/NL towsrds the
Orange Free State(how about that for an independent Ulster?). We thought we
had done well to find the right exit from the City and there was no vroblem
until we realised that the duml earrisgeway had finished and we were on the
ordinary road to ?ereen151ng-wa susnect that the signs hsd got mixed up at
some road works., Any way inste=d of sailing oJmPﬂrys and Kroonstaad we got
horribly tied up with Sasolburg and Vanderbijlpark-heavy industry. & friendly
motor-cyclist led us bock onto the straight and narrow and we h=d = nice coffee
at Loch Vaal to celebrate, Parys is a beautiful town-bro-d avenues with flower
beds, graceful chiiches both “necient =nd modern,=and stylish bungalows on large
gardens, So m2ny of the country towns hove this sn=cious Iaynutvﬁrﬂsﬂm%bly
because 1and was never a nroblem, We reached the Willem Pretorius Reserve on
the Allemanskra=]l Dam mid-afternoon °nd were allocsated an excellent rondavel
with all f:ecilities overleooking the lske. The camn is actually 2 pleasure resort

with swimming pool,tennis courts,bowling green,water s-orts etc,and very nicely

keot too. As the worden of the Bloomfontein administration sljgly s=id'it was
bétter than a National Park!
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At H22 a night for the rondavel,which would hzve slept four,we thought it
good value.( the Jrcaranda had been R34 for the two of us DBB and we were
quoted a weekly rate of RIf0-also quite reasonsble). There was thunder =nd
some rain overnight and on Wednesdny morning it was overcast., We travelled
through the Pretius geme reserve for about two hours to the eastern gate

and in that time saw a good provortion of the mvailable wild life-Black
Wildebeest,Eland,Blesbok,S~ringbok,Zebra,Mount~in Reedbuck,Impala,Ostrich,
White rhinoc,Steenbok,Monzoose,snd Baboons,There were also Hawks and Francelin.
The White Rhino family-}a snd Fa and baby were im-ressive and slightly
menzcing but as usual the baboons stole the show:they are just naturally
amusing =nd completely unselfconcicus. One lorge male was serving s wife

as we anproached and then sat on the roadside,legs akimbo,disvlaying himself
without concern or embrassment:but then,as far as we know, the baboon never
atood naked and ashamed in the Garden of Eden. Maybe he was lucky! The drive
passed the morning and by lunchtime we had reached Senekal and bafore
picnicing we had a drink in the hotel,where the pregnant receptionist was
full of enthusiasm for the scenery going south-east along the Lesotho border,
so instead of he-wding west to Winburg as we had intended we took the rond to
Marquard,Clocodsn and Ladybrand,where I made an gquiry of the Toyota dealer
ahout front wheel drive Corollas:hs said they were only introduced here last
October so I really have no comnlaint that my hire car is rear wheel drive,
much as I would have prefered FWD for any untarred roads. Then we turned west
towards Bloomfontein,thinkinz to svend the night at Thaba Nchu,psrily because
that was as far as we wanted to motor,but mainly becaude of the name. We
should hove known better: like Umzimkulu,in Treonskei,which once drew us,
Thaba Nchu was the enitome of & one horse town,al?’ dirt ro~ds =nd tatty
buildings:it transnired th-=t it is infsct in one of the scattered areas of
Bovhutatswana but has miss&d out in any development: no advert for the hemelands!
Kennedy should have been here! Po-ulation a2lmost entirely black otherwise it
would have served as a film set for & western, We checked the hotel but
diemissed the idez of staying without ins-ecting the bedroom:instesd we

kept on the Bloomfontein road in spite of the l:te hour and luckily we

hit the Mazelroort Dam Resort =fter exceeding the I0Okph speed limit for
about 90kms. T'his resort is run from Bloomfontein on the same lines as
Pretorius 2nd is in beautiful grounds on the bank of the Modder river. e

got a comfortable self catering cottage for HI6.50. The swimming pocl was

at le2st 50 metres long,2nd I samnled it before the evening meal and again
before breakfadt,After travelling 327 kms‘in the heatit was just the thing!
{the orevious d=y we had done 334 kms). These distances =re not grent by S4
reckoning-one seldom goes through built up areas =and in between there are

vast horizons of country with few dwe'’ines to be seen, Firms "re on a lerge
and where there is w ter or irrigation they ere very productive,
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On Thursday 24th we were in Bloomfontein before I0am,shopzing at Checkers-
for food,and filling up with petrol-quite a surprise to find it had gone up
overnight from 63 cents to 89 cents a litre,but it still works out at less
than £I.60 a gallon. Then on I77 kms to Kimberley,where Maud wanted to

see whether De Beers' shop at the'Big Hole' hnd any cheap gems junfortunately
not,but we had a nice lunch in their cafe 2nd enjoyed seeing again some of the
relies and buildings from the old prosnecting days:also an exhibition of
dismonds including the first ever found in 54 (at Ho-etown) and known as
Eureka,beatifully cut "nd nesrly <ineh =cross. We needed to put on some more
mileage so left Kimberley on the road west to Campbell and Griquatawnfﬂnather
160 kms), Camsbell is only 4 hamlet yet the only habitation in the 1I0 kms
from Kimberley;the space in between is all rough bushland given over largely
to merino ind karakul sheep,or goats,and even these animals were not aprarent
in great numbers. The historical re=zson for Campbell existing at all is that
it was found to have goed spring water and was chosen as a site for a mission
by the Dissenting Missionary Snciety{later the London Mis=ionary SQciety]
shortly after the Society began its African ventures around IBICQ, The first
mission north of the Orange river was at Griquatcwn{vrevinus1y called
Clearwater because it also had good water supnly} 50 ime west of Campbell: it~
was here that Mary Moffat,dasughter cf Robert Moffat,was born in I82I,later to
marry David Livingstone. The original mission building is now a museum,
Neither Campbell nor Griguatown seem to have develooed much since those esrly
days;true,Campbell has it's Livingstone bottle storelimmediately infront of
the old missien church},a Dutch RHeformed Church,and a few modern bungalows,
but the Showgrounds would contain the whole of it. Griguatown is larger,being
in the centre of anasbestos mining area,and has a tiger's eye factorylthis
gemstone is actuslly & silicised asbestos):more importantly for us it has

one hotel-Hotel Louis-where we had perforce to stay the night although the
establishment had nothing to recommend it. Some bedrooms were under
reconstruction snd teo reach no I4 from the rear car park we had to negotiate
piles of old timber and passages only vartly floored. The black porter was
very amiable but when he found that the bed lights did not work he tinkered
with a Heath Robinson collection of loose wires and promntly fused everything.
So on te no I5 where we had one bed light working but not the toilet(they
rectified this later!),Fortunately we did not need °n evening meal as we

had picniced on the way; the bar wos the old style no women,walls covered
with posters and some of them(by SA st&ndards}quita risgque; it's swing and
louvred half-doors to the street could have opened to Clint Eastwood anytime.
The three men drinking at the bar were taiking.in Africaans and the hotel

mznager,who was also acting as bartender,clearly wag i1l at ease trying to

talk with us in English.It merely emnhasised what we had noticed throughout
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trip in Orange Free State and Northern Cape: i.e. that Afrieasns is the:

common language;few of the Boers find it easy to converse: in English =and

the blacks know omly Africasns;which is very disconcerting seeing that it is

the blacks who do most of the 'front work' in garages hotels ete. In Qrisuatown
we found it especially sad that the effopts of Moffat and Livingstone hag

merely nreceded a takeover by Boers:only in Kimberley apparently is there

still an English speaking influence. Breakfast in the hotel was 211 tht we
expected;an indifferent fry:Maud's included a gausage she would not eat,

So we were glad to leave{=after naying R35 for the vrivilege) to visit the

Moffat Musenm which has interesting letters and documents from the garly days.
There are vhite sands{or roaring sandsd west of Griquatown but none of the

maze etc identified exactly where to reach them:theyare white because they are
entirely of quartz =nd any wind causes them to 'roar'. We srent nearly an hour
on dirt road locating them and even then we could only view them from a distance.
The search also cost us about 75 kms of uncomfortable gravel and dirt motoring
before we rejoined the main road to Groblershoop,where we had a very welcome
Lion beer in the hotel., Now we are on the track of the Orange river,which we
dg=in cross at Upington,where we were glad to svend the night at the municipal
pleasure resort known as the Island-bungalow with kitchen toilet shower etc

and with a nice swimming pool in the grounds borfering the river.(Day's run 325 kms)
On Sat 26th on to Keimees and Kakamos through vineyard country irrigated by

the river water from the Orange,which is now flowing westwards to it's mouth

on the Atlantic in 5 W A. The contrast between the fertile irrigations and the
surrounding semi-iesert is remarkable, Besides graves for wine and raisins the
farms grow lucerne{which yields ouite = good honey) and this cro- is very »rofitable
because it matures every six weeks, It is dried and baled for animal feed, There
is also some cotton grown., It being Saturday most of the blacks are off work

and are thronging round the sho-ning centees,all dreessed up and in the case of
the women this often mesns something quite stylish:they are fond of wearing
berets at an attractive angle. Generally we found the faces,not to say the figures,
of these Griquas,Hottentots or Bushmen,a little curious:heads =zre compar=tively
emall and the profile slmost concave,mouth nose and eyes compressed together,
thin lipped andslits of eyes. Guite a Vot also had the two middle upper front
teeth missing,which aided tg the rather disconcer$ing aprerrance. None of them
were unpleasant to us but there seemed a fair number who might have mental or
physical disability. Generally not so attractive in apvesrance or manner as

the Tswana people. After I50 kms we reszched Augrabies National Park,situated

on the Orange river =2t a stretch where the water has cut a deep snd impressive
gorge below the Augrabies Falld., As = game reszerve it is poor-we saw ocaly
Klipspringer(a delightful small deer),rock rabbit,soringbok and Heercat(like

2 very large squirrel with very bushy tai! and grey ~nd white banded nelt),

but having seen the terrain this is not surprising:it is like a moonscase,with
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only sparse vegetation growing on the arid sand and gravel in the few areas
not covered by boulders =nd rock slabsione such is termed the 'Moon Rock'.
Although the reserve is no more than 15 kms long, motoring round it was like
doing an assault course! We enjoyed the one night we stayed at the camp-

I excelled myself at pork chops on the brai,but did not think it worth staying
longer,so left on Sunday morning the 27th. By the way our neighbour at the: hut
was a Greek,2 psychiatrist working in privatpractice: in Capetownihe came sometimes,
he said,to recharge his own batteriés, but really he seemed very fit and alert.
I offered him the use of my brai fire but he declined because he wag fssting:
I don't think he meant it as an implied rebuke on the size of my tummy

The staff at the camp office h°d done their best to nersuade us to travel to
Gemsbok N-tional Park on the border with Botswana =nd 3 ¥ A,and where we had
reservations but we could not be convinced that about 350 ¥m=s driving on dirt
road to Twee Riverien would be good for us in the present heat:at the most ovtimisti
estimnte it meant six or seven hours so'id driving,wsatching the surface all the
way(when booking we had not quite apnreciated this):so we defered the matter
by returning to Upington,from where there might be a better route. It being
Sunday the road back to Unington was guiet and near Keimoes there wasthundery
rain;we stopred at a rondside stall where I bought a jar nf.lucerne honey and
a bag of golden sultanas-both local produce of corse-and both excellent. Then
at the hotel we were served with Lion beer{agnrinst the regulations because we
were not having food) as compamions of the nrovrietor's mother who chatted and
told us a lot of loecal information:in spite of living here a2ll her life she

ie still not used to the heat-why she asked had we come tp this area in their
summer ,which was notorious for some of the highest temperatures in 5 A- 50C
could be recorded? We had no answer but ignorance,and counted ourselves lucky
that although hot,it was not desnerately so. So back to the Island camn,thronged
with Sunday visitors,where we h~d a bathe before our emening meal;fortun-~tely
we were not braiing for by now the storm had gathered round Unington and soon
it was raining henvens hard-we enjoysd seeing it for a change! But not so
keen on the lightening, 4 young South Afriecan from 2 neighbouring bungalow
came for a chat:he worked for the local Afrik~ans newspaper 'Gemsbek' and

did tour wark for the:Tourist Board as well;leading parties to Namagualand to
see the Spring 'daieies! and to the Gemsbok Reserve:his advice to us was that
rather than do the long trek to Gemsbok ourselves we should visit the leoeal
Upington reserve,which has the unusual Cemsbok deer within a small area; this
confirmed my inclinationmt to do the extra 500 kms on dirt road so wee decided
to stay at Upington ancther night. He wae also rether radical about apartheid-
he: said the policy was beginning to react even om the Afrikaaners-foreign
antipathy was beginning to have effect. He thought Kennedy's visit had been

a good thing in highlighting the poor hostel conditions provided by the

administration for blacks who came:to the urban centres in search of work,
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However by this time of the evening he had a fair amount of drink takem so we

took his chatter with some: reservation. When we asked why in spite of picneering
thig area in the I9th century there were so few English descendants he made: some
comment that they had been kept down,but he did not elaborate;we later heard =a
little more about this at Kuruman, On Monda® merning visited a Mr Coetzee who

sglls gemstone jewelry from his residence:;says he makes it all himself though we
doubted this:however prices were reascnable so got a blue lace agate bracelet,

a tiger eye'pendaﬁt and a simlar one in the deen *bull's eye', Bought six

bottles of local semi-sweet white wine at the winery at msbout 50p a bottle,

After lumh toured the game reserve seeing Gemsbek,Red Hartebeest,8lsnd, the

Gemsbolk being by far the most handsome. Brai in the evening-roast potatces and
steak, Tuesday 29th to O0lifantsheek,seeing the bush get steadily more feriile,
passing the: iron and manganese mined at Sishen,and arriving at the Kuruman Moffat
Mission Church for 2 vpicnie luch. This missien has a faseinating history-a stone
churchbuilt I838 and seating 1000 peonle,work on the site at Seodin having

started in IB24 because of the plentiful supply of spring water channeled to

it from the Kuruman Eye-a fountain welling up from underground =nd producing

IB million litres of eclear water & day. Had an interseting chat with the two

women of Yorkshire origin in the museumand shop now in what was Moffat' manse,

and with Father Alan Butler-an Anglican clergyman who at one time was in Gaborone
and who knew Revd Albert Locke,Derek Jones and Ken Smith. I out to him the

gueation I had raised in Upington-why the English soeaking influence had declined
in what was our expleoration and develpoment, Butler's exnlansation was that from

the time of Vervoed as Prime Minister there had been a strcgg oro-Afrikasans
line,coupled of course with the a-artheid poliecy:;=2s a consequence tr=ding,which had
been largely in English hands,became monopclised by the Africaaners, Butler had

no sympathy for apartheid-said it was disastrous for the country,but did not
spellout what alternative political develo-ment he thought wiable, Left Kuruman
with regret to get accomodation for the night at Swartfentein Resort near Vryburg,
Wice rondavel and swimming pool. 428 kms run today but somehow not too tiring-
temperature not so high. Wednesday 50th cur modest aim wes to reach Zesrust vis
Kafikeng | the Bophutatswana spelling of Mafeking). However when we zot to

the said Mafikeng the museum with it's m=ny relics of the Boer War held our sattention
g0 it wrs too late to go on to Zeerust in time to catch the bank and attend to some
business(the account still runs there from our Botswanz days). So after a little
dithering we decided to really tre=t ourselves by staying overnight =t the
Mmabatho Sun hotel just outsiderMafikeng. It has an onulent air which after travelling
we did not quite mateh, but by nroducing the Visa card they let us inlat a price)
and we spent the rest of the day relaxing in luxury. We wandsed round the casine
loosing small coins ste=dily on the one ~rmed bandits "nd I semnled one of the

risque films in hotel private cinema. For st rter -t the evening me-=1 1 h-d
Cape calamari-a large helsing,and the rest of our me=l was equally enjoy=ble.
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Back in the casino we were fascinated by the addiction of both whites and blacks

to gambling,whether on the machines or on the tabls. Stzyed un till midmight.
Breakf2st was onthe poolside terrace and even at 8.30am it was pleasantly warm,
Reached Zeerust mid-morning,saw the bank,picniced on tie hill overlooking the town
on the road te Gaborone, =nd got through the border formalities at the Tlokweng
gnte by 3.30pm. Adetailed sccount of currency is now reguired on the Botswana side.
Discovered at Gaborone that the hotels were wractically all full{we had no booking)
80 had to settle for the rather dowdy Morning Stmr motel,ho-ing th=t there would

be room at the Oasis tomorrow. Anyway we have 3 bed!
Took & quick look round the village -nd the Holiday Innlnow the Gabarone

Sun-it must have changed hands) but vere not imnressed-any changes seem to be for
the worst., Had a Chinese meal st the cafe nesr the Oasis "nd met Derek Jones and
wife-to whom we passed on mese=ges from Len and Rona and from Alan Butler,

Yesterdat's and today's mileages ITTEms =nd 2IIkms,
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Thursday evening 3Ist Jan we ate at the Chinese restaurant at the Oasis where
we met Derek Jones ahd wife to whom we passed on regards from Len & Rona and
ﬁlan Butler. Friday morning called on Jaequi Richardson to check the post-
there: has been nothing for some time. She is glad of the facility of the box
because there is a waiting list for them:she will try to transfer it inte
their name when it is due for renewal., By chance we gaw Barry Eustace at the
Fresident,still con erutches because of a ear acecident and likely to remain sé.
However he has turned his disability to account by doing 2 svonsored walk for
charity from Francistown to Lobatse,and is presently organising a similar walk
From Alexandria to Johannesburg:;then he thinks he will resettle in England with
the two children;his diverced Botawana wife Georgina is now onerating a
restaurant of that name in their former home opposite Camp Hyserstore in the
village. At noon we checked in st the Osasis Motel and later returned to town

to call on Agriculture and Finance, At the former the beekeeving officer was
on leave but at the latter I met de Silva wheo invited us to his house over

the weekend;the veto on ex-pat recruitment still exists because of the drought
and consequent housing embargo. 4n ex Customs men is now Commissioner while
Evans Hudspeth and Gibson are the main team, While I was speaking to de Silva
Maud,who I thought was chatting to Priscilla the ex Taxes typist,went for a
visit to Frasers store-and lost her way:a policeman offered her help but this
proved to be an ordesalbecause he took her to the local depot across the railway
line where the attitude was that she might be under the influence of drink or
drugs! Sc she refused their further 'help' and got a 1ift in a taxi with a
black girl we had brought into town;in this way.we met while I was cruising
around looking for her, Back to the Oasis exhausted! Saturday morning we did
the usual eircuit of the Mall and met several zcquaintances-Wendy Hodgsan,
Bunny Adams etc and heard news of others. In the African Mall c¢21led at the
Dry cle=sning shop but Lucas and Lesika were not there-the daughter Dorothy
gaid they were up at the cattle station but would be back Monday. In the
evening had an Indian curry with the Richardsons<he is a2 Quantity Surveyor
doing five years in Botswana on sabbatical le=ve from the UK civil sevice-
principally it seems s¢ that their children can be paid for at Merchant Taylors
pitblic school, Sundiay we took it easy so far as a charity pop grour at the
awimming pool would allew and went round to de Silva's for drinks before
eating in the evening, Monday managed to catch Phokedi at Agriculture md heard
about the Nairobi conference organised by IBRA. Some women had been taken from
Botswana because it is hoped that they,rather than the men,will take an interst,
It is hoped to restart a beekeeving project at Kenye but there is a problem in
getting a VS0 or IVS volunteer while housing is still vetced, Drought is still
the main hiindrance to honey production here. Later saw Lesika-her family are

all well and Lucas is now retired from the prison service. thebe is at Bdiburgh

and will not be returning heme during vacations,but staying with friends-he may
get in touch,
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The subject of apartheid cropped up at de Silva's;he is dead against it nnd
argued that a unified country with universal suffrage was workable because no
single black tribe-—emen the large Zulu block-could mencpolise the parliament.

But he did not say how the minority white,Indi=n,"nd coloured groups could expect
to fare under black domination. The precedent ef Zimbabwe is not encouraging;
many whites who wish to leave just can't get their money out of the eountry-

de Silva's answer is that Britain should have nrovided the funds to allow them

to do so: but in any case white South Africans would have no such safety net.
Perhaps however much one dislikes the general attitdde of the Afrikaaners

and their reluctance to dismantle even the minor social irritations of separation-
togilets,beaches and bottle stores,for instance-they are at least keeping a stable
and relatively prosperous scciety for all groups in spite of trading antipathy
from abroad;the Zulu chief Zhutolezi recently told the Americans that their idea
of & tading boycott would be of absolutely no help to the blacks-they would be
the first to suffer in any set-back in the SA economy. Judging by the newspaper
opinion here the pressure for change is likely to come mainly from within, For
instance two corner stones of apartheid poliey-the Mixed Marriages Act and
Section I6 of the Immorality Act(forbidding sex across the colour bar) are =lready
being flouted;but the Covernment has again jibbed at revoking these provisionas
because of the complications th2t would arise in working the Group Areas Act etec.
To come back to Botswana: 2f the Oasis I met Solly Essack,who seems %o have

some sort of control of the Motel(=lthough de S5ilva says it is owned from S4),
Solly remembered me from our encounters in Taxes,and borg no illwill. He and his
two younger brothers pioneered grocery stores in Botswana and 1t was slways a

bit of a mystery how they financed everything;when we left they had the Camp
Hyperstore in the village{ the name is = bit exaggerated-it is a modest super-
market), Anyway Solly said that "they! were on the point of orening a new motel
2t Kasane mear Chobe and if we were interested in goimg uplas we werelhe would
make sure that there were rooms furnished,even if the rest of the facilities were
not completed. However we never took him up on this bec2use time did not seem to
allow us to get up there and reach Kruger in time for our bockingsi;a pity because
we like the Chobe river. A side light of this is that the Indians(of whom the
Essacks are an example) seem to do for developing Africa what the Jews have done
elsewhere in the world ie provide the trading initiative by living on 7 shoestring.
Not that Solly now needs to worry =bout that- he drives s Mercedes, There were

no s=torms while we were in Zptswana but a report from Zimbabwe said th=at over

one hundred people hsd died there this se"son from lightening. Farther two men
h=d been kil'ed somewhere in SA on the word of = witch dector who said they were
responsible for lightning striking "nd killing oeo le in = hut, The primitive

is still not far away!

We left Botswana on Tuesday morning °nd “fter visiting Sun City -nd deciding
it was not for us we spent the night =t the An-nds ne+r Rustenburgian old faveourite)
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With GET. tne inzhzda is nbw R55 bouble B&B, which is enough considering that the
bungilows are now old fashioned and do not have air-conditioning,but tre surerb
nosition in the Rustenburg Kloof,”nd swimmine pool,make up for a lot, Besides,the
alternatives a2t Sun City,emen the che=nest cabanas, are not attractive because
everytning is so artificial j;the things which are the draw at Sun City-the casine,
the uncensered eabiret,and the similar films,must steadily be losing their
attraction. So we spent a nuiet night at the Ananda,with morning tes brought to
the bungrlow at 6.45am,followed by & swim,then breakfast, After morning shopning
in Rustenburg we headed for Thabazimbi io the north:like other places which

have attracted because of their names Thebazimbi was dimpoointing:it exists
because ore is being extracted from the surrounding hi'ls,resulting in vast

tips where the hills should have been, Still,the vegetation was becoming steadily
more lush,and this continued =s we turned esstwards to Warmb-ths. Here we stayed
the night st the ple=sure resort brsed onthe local minersl s rings, It should have
been very plessant but wasn:f,mninly because the rather exenzive grounds were not
charted for the stringer,so we sv-ent cidte a bit of time findirg our chalet,and
our way sround. The hot mineral sp= facilities were closed by the time we found
them(4.45pm) but we got a awim in the hot miners! witer pool:all very relaxing
but not invigorating zfor = swim. Did our first Brai of the tour:quite pwssible.
On Thursday the Tth went north through Nylstrom, Naboomsr-ruit,Potgieterrus =nd
Pietersburg to Tzaneen and Duwelskloof,in northern Transvaal,where we st=yed the
night at the pleasure resort,not the best of its kind ,but adequate;it suffered

a little from the fagt that the hesvy rains which had irundated southern Transvasl
had now arrived in the north so the luxuriant meunt<inous scenery was not at its
best;still we had psssed tes plantations and other crops #2nd had bought fruit
quite cheaply at the roadside st=11s. Duwelskoof w-s surprisingly busy with

he=vy triffic,some of it from the forestry pkant=tions, nd on the hills =bove the
town were luxury housing deve'opments at Ponoram~ ~nd Waterf=11, The orosperity
of the area wes in contrast to the portion of the Venda homel2nd which we presed
through on the way from Pietersburg to Tzsneen:not tht this wes oot potenti-1ly
as rich in agriculture =nd forestry-it just h s not been develo-ed. On Friday the
8th we returned to the NI ~t Louis Trich-rd amid gathering clouds =nd leaving
that town through the pass at Wylies Poort we ran into rain,which became very
heavy =s we approached Tshivnise,where we were to spend two nights at the Minera®
Spa reort. Checking in here we experienced the same unsmiling curtness as we

had felt at Wormbsths <nd which seems tyvical of the Transvasal Afrikanner; I am
net saying they cannot be kind,but bonhommie is not their strong point. Ln fact
at Tshipise we thought that there wns some indifference on the grt of the staff
when we discovered thst with plenty of rondavels =vailable we had been allgcated
one in which the fridge was defective:when we complnined on the Saturday morning

and asked to move the first response was that there were no other huts free but
"g this was patently incorrect we were moved from 56 to B7-nd BS was nefer relet!
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Avart from this the »l7ce wos very olevsant,lovely grounds,hot ~nd co'd
pools,shopring facilities,hote? =nd bor-211 in the hills miles from other
hebitation. On Saturdzy visited Messina-the last town before the bordasr
crossing to Zimbobwe at Beit Bridee:also saw a baobab treelknown here more
usuilly as the Cream of Tartar tree) which is s=id to be 4500 ye=rs old. These
trees are scattered round the countryside,and the older cnes =re ususlly
protected. Spevking to a resident at Tshipise he s=id he would not trave! to
Zimbabwe ,had no time for Mugabe,and thiught the 'kaffir' would =s soon kilt
you 28 speak to you. Mamd had a reminder of this comment when we wers motoring
out of Thsipise for one of a groun of blsck girls =t the roadside grimmaced
ind drew her finger across her throat! Any way on Sunday the IOth back to
Louis Tich2rd en route to Kruger at the Punda Maria gate.From Lowis Trichard
on it turned to rain,the low cloud and mist obseuring the hillas:nevertheless
the countryside was luxuriant around Levubu,with babansa mango Avocado and
other fruit plantations, Scon we entered Venda and there was a change in the
landscape-nat so well tended and cultivated. We tried for morning coffee at

a4 rather rough looking 'Resting Motel' but this was beyond their scone,so we
motored on and findimg roadside fruit stalls we bought five mengo for R I (5Gp).
2 dozen good sized tomatoes for the same amount, add similarly I4 bansanasz:we
thought that with the pocket of orenges we already had we were well set for
Kruger Park;the aonly vroblem was keeping them cool so they didnt risen teo fast,
Eventually we did get morning coffee at Sibasa,the rather unkempt and only

partly developed Vends capital:still it hsd the Vendaz Sun hotel which w2z 2 welwome

haven in the rain,and with the usual comforts of the chain hetels, Like al1
these big hotels in the black provinces(where none of the restrictime 5 A laws
operate} the Venda Sun caters for gambling °nd sex in the shape of 2 casino and
uncenscred ecinemalor rerhavs one should say a more liberal censorship). Most

of the hotel staff mere black and very smart too, However like all the homelsnds
the immediate problem appears to be over-population® in the present state of
development, When we got to Punda Maria the heavens opened =2nd =lthough we h-d
4 shert run int the area of the camp we were gl=2d to have = gimple mesl and
settle down;however in the rain we did see apack of wild gogslour first)and
quite handsome in appearance if not in charscter:they were at the roadside but
fortunately took ne notice of us, On Mondsy IIth he~ded north to Pafuri,on the
border with Zimbabwe and Mozambicue but as the road was closed we could not get
right to the fampus Limpopo river:its tributary,the Levubu was in full flood.
The Punda Maria rondavel had the ususl camp regulétions ninned behind the dodr,
These contain the eryptic message " In the unlike'y event of armed emergency,
stay calm(!),switch off lights,lie flat on the ground in a safe place,and await
further instructions over the public address system,Your safety is in the hands

of trained personnel", One wonders what they have in mind-perhaps insurgents
from Zimbabwe or Mozambique or just an affray with poachers!
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From Pafuri one must perforce turn south,passing Baobab hi!l which in the 1890's
wAs an outspanning point for the wagon trains recruiting labour from Hozambique
for the J'burg gold mines, Bidn'T sze much game on the way dowrn to Shingwedszi
camp,where we were given cne of the larger bungalows for no extra cost because
it is the slack season. Unfortunately this placed us next to two families with
young children who joined forces for & meal in the evening and created bedlam
with their loud discussinas =nd ecrying infants. We think they were Afrikasans
thougn the langu=ge could =21s¢c have been Dutch or German, Maud,in her usual
fashion,told them off.Happily the trouble was not repesated the next two nights
because they were moving on, Shingwedzi is a pleasant camp on the bsnks of the
river of the s<me name,not far from where it flows across the border inte
Mozambigue ;it has a swimming pool-a blessing in the heat which h=sd now returned
after the rains:;and the rcndavel srea is freguented by gleossy starings and
squirrels. On Tuesday I2th we h@d quite 2 good morning'stour alcng the river on
the S5 dirt rosd as far as Di-ene,where the river crosses the border,
Entertained by a lorge family of baboons,and =nother of vervet monkeys. Saw

pur first elephant of this visit,also red h-rtebeest,warthog,impala,kudu and
waterbuck.Lion h=d been reported not far from the c=mp but thousgh we tried

the likely =rea in the l~te =fternoon we had no luck., Wednesd"y we saw little
further game and in fact s-enf most of the ~fternoon at the podl. Late in the
evening there were two magnificent Kudu bulls neat the camp,but the light was
too poor for nhotos:however round Shingwedzi I h2ve t-ken quite = bit of cine
én Billy's camera; let's hope my technique is adequ-te] Because of the heavy
rains many of the dirt rosds heve been cleosed in the Park generally,but round
Shingwedzi the only one we found imp~ssable was the 552 loop:this not becmuse
of bad surfice but because in the usual vractice of these secondary roads

thy never bridge: the streams =nd rivers but rely on fords,which is slright in
dry weather but hopeless when they are inflood. One such ford m2de myself and
another driver,who was there at the s=me time,chicken out-if the car hadn't
held it's ground we would heve gone over a sm=ll waterfall. But we made three
or four other crossings without mishap., Thursdsy the I4th we were due =t
Olifants camp for two nights so mide anearly start-8.I52m. Picnicked st Mooiplass
site where 2couple told us there were hippo in » dam further south,alsc lion

on the roadside, Saw the hiopo but not the lion., On to Letabr c=mp for lunhh;:
ne elephant on the Letsbr river,which semmed unusual, but one large croc. Got
to Olifonts by Zpmi;camp much improved sinece we were here lrst;the nanor"ma over
the 0lifants river stil! m-gnificent °nd the surrcunding bush ‘ooking frr greener
than we c2n ever remember:but no étif-nts! Plenty of hinpo =nd b boon 4nd one
solit ry buff+lo:verhios the latter -re 11 in the ti ns of buff-lec me~t which
are on sale in the ¢~mn store! Friday morning the 15th we m'n=ged,for the first

time this trip,to be put of the c mp gites immedirtely they opened =t 5,3%0 ~m,
to a rather cloudy d wn, joined by others who =sre nersu-d ed that this is the
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real time to see g'me,especislly the predators, at first it seemed that the
animals hod not followed our examrle of getting out of bed earlylwise creatures)
then in the half light we m~de out imp"la zebra and hertebeest but no sign of the
lion we were hoping for. In spite of the c mp notice 7bout dirt rovds being closed
we decided,after rezching the mz2in 0lif°nts river bridge,to turn onto the S9I
2nd had hardly reached thet when an approaching jeep flagged us down and two fellows
told us that there were lion only about two kms =long it. They were right-
shortly a pride of two males,two femwles 7nd two cubs c"me towards us along the
dirt rosd and not heeding us,p@sszed on to a smell pool of water,whers they drank
their fi1l. The two cubs were not nuite so indifferent,-nd eyed us suapiciously
when 2geidentslly 1 lesned on the c°r hornla blooming nuis-nce on the face of the
steering vheoel),but eventu-1ly bounced off to join the ~dults., Bot,l howe some good
gine nd tronsporeney shots ofthe groun,~lthough the 1ight was still not first cl=ss,
By the time we left them the pride was disanvemring into the bush. But our day was
made!-and it was still only about 7am. Returned to the same szot beficre ‘unch
but no sign of the lions:=gain in the evening,and this time in the com any of other
cars|the news had got around!) we saw the pride still st their deytime rest under
the shade of thorn trees:;they didn't ap-reciate all the disturbance and shifted
position;next morning when I again searched for them at fam they were gone. Still
1 did see elephant and giraffe Wfore returning to Maud,who I had left eleeping
but who was now preparing breakfust, Thereafter we stuck camp,2 little reluctantly
because Olifants is such a pleasant spot;even though apart from the lion there had
not been so much game:elephant,for whigh it is famed,were cuite absent from the
river below the camp.Cn th=t river we saw only Hivpo,both in the water and grazing,
some baboon,who made a gratt noise in what seemed to be a family argument one
evening,and 31 solitary buffalo.So on Saturday the I6th,a very hot day,we made thes
lomg trip{220kms) to Pretoriuskos where we were to spend three nights. We started
on the short cut on the dirt ro»d via Balule,where the caravan site is at present
out of action because the concrete causeway anproach across the riﬁer is over run
by the flood water;fortunstely we didn't need the croesing! Qur journey along the
dirt road was rewarded by a lone elephant,drinking at = small stream wnich crossed
the road,and we had to wait patiently while he had his fillithe water he noured
into his mouth with his trunk was then matched by another stream with which he
somewhat impolitely flooded the road:we wouldn't hove minded that,but when he
reimbibed the said pool we thought it 2 bit much! At Satsra camp had morning coffes,
at Thokwame = pot of tez,and at Skukuza a snack in the restuarant,having seen some
game on the way but only ostrich that wes new, At Skukmza the camp office had
twé items of post for us—a letter from Winnie and Peter confirming their travel
atrangements to SA,and a cird from Ann from Amerieca, Very pleased to get these,
but any others will have to wait till Monday,when the Skukuzs P 0 reonens. Then
on to Preoriuskop,seéng two lionesses on the way:a swim in the camp peol was a

great pleasure after the long journey(made with the Fark speed limit of 50 kme/hr,
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In the evening the camp nut on the wildfife fidtm-The Pezce Game-which ws had
seen before,but which is still interesting, Sunday ITth back to Skukuzs camp

for coffes and Sund-y naners(this cams is the closest to civilisation!).

~Main headline"Zola sabotaged”. Skukuza very busy and we are glad we didn't

"ﬁrrange to stay at the camp, Returned via the Malelane dirt road and in al?

saw hyena,eleph nt,duiker,tortoise,and chamelion{ignoring the commen impala

and sebra). Monday again to Skukuza to check for m2il from home:none:but were
rew rded by some useful shots of baboon, Spent the afternoon by the swimming
pool and the heat persuaded even Msud to have a dip. Quite a few north country
voices heard:some working here -nd others visiting rel-tives;as one young fellow
said the north of England,rather than the south,is 2 place to get away from at
present, At Olifants we had met 2 steel wrker from Oldham who is now "t

Witbank steelworks and who likes SA but s-=id the only trouble was that there
were too meny blacks around! Because of damsge te the dirt reads in the south
of Kruger the exit through Crocodile Bridge was closed so we changed our

route on Tuesday to the Malelsne gate,calling at Berg en V=1 camol{a new one and
not in our view atiractive)for lunch,then out to K-rapmunden and on to Barberton
through lovely mountain scenery, Spent the night at a holiday cottage in the
municipal Fitzpatrick Park-very pleasznt and only RI7.60, Bought the first daily
paper since entering Kruger Park! Discovered that Barberton started in I884

as a gold mining centre ie before j'burg "nd there are still mines arcund the
area; the town has some of the old buitdings 3till in use eg the Impa2la Hotel
where we went for a2 drink in the evening. The man in charge of Fitzpatrick Park
wis very talkative,ranging from the cause of cancer,toc apartheid. His views on
the latter he put forward with great sincer®mity but enu-lly great dogmatism:

he quoted =uthorities at lengkh to show that there was "man °nd under mon"

(the 12tter being the blacks} and thatthe superiority of man should not be
imperilled by intermingling with under man;they would bring man dewn to their
level! Hitler would have rejoiced!To do him justice he gualified this by

saying that the skin colour was not the determining factor in separating the
sheep from the goats,it was merely that =s a matter of history most whites

had had the benefit of food (largely he said the vitamin E of wheat) which

had been denied the blacks,and which nromoted greater intel 'igence. Buropean
civilsation flourished,he argued,from the time that wheat became the stanle
crop, He was so fervent in this,yet so lesrmed in his a-proach,th-t it was

hard to dislike himione a'most felt there might be a grain of truth in what he
said. Mind you our impressions of the Boers while trave'ling for a month in
their heartland areas of OFS ~nd Transva-1 did not pive uz the igea that they
are the height of culture =~nd wit or even courteay. But they do keen their
towns immaculate-garden cities is the term-and ~re usually efficient. On

Wednesday morning we were advised: that the road from Barberton to Pigg's Peak
which is partly dirt and mountainous was impassable for ordinary cars,se once

again we had to change our route to eo into Swaziland via Basdnlans.
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This turned out to bé a blessing in disguise for the 76 kms ito Badplaas were

over the mountains with extensive views over fertilé countryside and plantations,
Badpjaas is a mineral spa,round which there is a leisure complex;had coffee 4nd
spent a frust rating time trying to vhone Natal Parks Board =t Pietermaritzburg
to check the accessibility of the cmps we had booked there:after much ade we
established thst Ndumu and Mkuze were both c'osed and all they could offer for
23rd and 24th was Fanies Island,which we reluctantly accepted. So on to Ushoek
border post into Swazi. Depressingly unkemnt round the post,but resching Mbabane
we lighted on the Highland View Hotel{recently chsnged to the Mountain Inn) where-
the vista to the Ezulweni valley is superb.Settled here for two nights 2nd were
not disappointed: the place is being run by John Angel who wns previously =t the
Bend Inn when we stayed there, H=s a sm=1l private cinema which at present shows
films which can only be described as porn. The rooms,food,and swimming pool all
good. Swazi tv in the bar is mainlyin English and even transmits the 1TV London
news;so we had the unexpected pleasure of hearing at first hand that the coal
strike was still unsettled! Unfortunately on Wednesday evening Maud hurt her side
and on Thursday momning we visited the doctor who thought she had twisted a
muscle or cartilege,rather than damaged the ribs. So painkillers and eintment
were: prescribed;and eased ‘the sqreness., Swazi handicrafis are still of a high
standard both in design and execution: howser we bought only two stone eggs and
a dish for them;a large carved mask was a temptation to me but there was no way
we could transport it;in art and craft achievement it would have been worth a
fortune elsewheres Swazi exists as a separate kingdom because in the I9th century
the Swazis asked for British protection from Zulu incursion,and the British
influence has remained strong,English being one of the two official languages,
and most of the ex-pat voices one heard being English. Swazi tribel tredition
remains predominant;kingship is hereditaryythe successor to King Subuza being
the child of his senior wife;it is custom that =2 man can take more then one wife
provided that he pays lobola-the bride price-for each,being fifteen cattle or
cash of EIBD per beast ie EIS00 per wife. Two girls at the bar said that they
were sisters but it transpired that they had only the common father,who had

s8ix wives! Robert,one of the waiters,said he was one of a family of ten,reared
on land which provided all their essential food. Population growth must surely
be excessive. The cinema manager,idle because of lack of custom,complained that
the hotel had been doing very little business(confirmed also by Angel).Heavily
dependent on trade from SA, Swazi has suffered from the general recession there.
Also it used to be that many Swazis earned good money in the 54 gold mines but
could not now get employment there. Swazi's own mines were only asbestos and coal-
there used to be iron ore but this is finished. Friday 22nd,Jill's birthday,we
left Mbabane for Manzini and Big Bend,having been assured that the bridge =t the
latter was now repaired snd the road to Natal open:luch at the George at Manzini.
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On the road down from Manzini to Biz Bend we cfossed two riversby fairly high
bridges,the parapets of which were bent sideways by previous fhooding:so 2s scen
8s we reached Big Bend we checked the river crossing, The high level concrete
bridge over the Great Usutu riverwas completely demolished:it's pillars and sectigns
had been scattered like matchboxes over the broad river bed by the flood waters
of the hurricane Demoina last year, In it's Blace the road was diverted to a
dirt and concrete causeway which was now only about three feet above the water
level;it was this causeway which had been put out of action last week and which
was only repaired on Wednesday;we just hoped there would be no more flooding
before we wanted to cross tomorrow morningl So to the hotel-the Bend Inn,ay
which we had once spent a pleasant weekend. Under new management it was,sad to
say,disappointing. The door from the bedroom to the garden was unlockable,the
garden was unkempt,the swimming pool was empty,there was no T ,and the T-bone
steak and barracuda steak which we chose for evening meal were poor-in fact Maud
refused her meat. However we did have a chat with local fellows.at the outdoor
bar,who told us that during the five days of rain of Demoina the river level

at the bridge had risen 65 feet;nothing could have withstood the impact. There
are hippo in the waters round Big Bend:;one had killed a man, I enquired whether it =
was possible to cross into A via the road to Ingwavuma but apparently this is a
restricted area for security reasons and so banned:it would have been no short
cut to the Ndumu reserve. Saturday 23rd February we croesed the Usutu with no
trouble and travelled the seventy-odd kms to Lavumisa border post,the last 30 on
dirt;bought some of the new Swazi issue of stamps at the post office before
Boing through Customs,and on to Mkuzi,where we had to stock up with food ete for
the Reserve(no supplies sold therein) ;also bought pineapple,avocado and banana
an the roadside stalls-all cheap, Arrived at Fanies Island,vwhich is on Lake

St. Lucia,thirteen kms from anywhere along a dirt road,about 2pm =nd whre gl=d
to shower ard relax after the heat of driving, Lovely spot on a small hilleeck
with a breeze from the lzke. As an alternative to the Mkuzi reserve,which it is
confirmed is still closed, we can't really complain, Qur evening meal was mock
schnizel ,onins and chips,cooked excellently by the black boy kitchen., Hiopo and
crocs are the anim=21 life here:walking along the lekeside on Sunday morning a
trocodile plunged into the water only ten yards ahead of us,before we could get
8 good look:perhaps just as well! A small dark snake mbout a foot long was found
in the grass near the huts:at first szaid to be a deadly black mamba but it was
trapped in a plastic bag by the Warden and later thought to be a "slug eater"
and not venomous. People said hippo had been on the jetty road e=rly in the morning
and during the day I saw a big warthog blocking the same road;being on foot 1
didn't go near enocugh to: provoke it. Fishing is a great attraction,but the
flooding which ocared last year and this has meant that the lake is wirtually

fresh water in these upper reaches, so the sea fish do not come up. One man had
caught only barbel,which although edible,are not greatly valued.
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Before Yeaving Fanies Island on Monday 25th I had a walk out along the lakeside
about 5.45 am but saw only monkey and klipspringer. Bought provisions at
Mtubatuba and arrived in Umfolozi Reserve,un in the Zukukand hills,aboutt II nam,
We were looking forward: to Umfélozi because it was our first visit,a vrevious
attempt being thwarted by fhoods:a'so it has had publicity from the Wilderness
Foundation and Leurens van der Post:indeed it is one of the few reserves in which
pne can go on 4 wilderness trail on foot-one area of the reserve is set aside

for this and has no roads. We were a bit dismayed therefire when the bkack

keeper at the entrance gate told us that the camp inte which we were booked—
Mpila-was inaccessible because the Black Umfolozi river,which flows through the
Teserve,was in flood and was over the bridge.We were annoyed that during our
enquiries of the Parks Board no one had ever mentioned the possibility of Mpila
being closed,though to be fair it transpired that the river had only risen this
very morning because of heavy rain overnight up in the Vryheid area., The keeper,
whose English was not good,seemed to suggest that it might be late afterncon
before the river subsided:the thought crossed our mind that supnosing we got
in,what was to stop another flood preventing us getting out? As we were now
dnxious to arrive in Margate by he date agreed with Winnie and Peter we didn't rells)
any delay. However we followed the Emstruction to proceed along the dirt road to
the bridge-about I4 kms-to await further guidance. When almost at the bridge

two cars approached from the other direction and one of the drivers said the

way was clear,but when we arrived and saw the water stil) swirling over the
cuaseway we disbelieved him and waited-sooner chicken than fish! Fairly soon

two Parks Board vehicles crossed from the other side,and although the water
Seemed to be up to axle level they had no problem;so on théir advice we tried

and succeeded, We werd booked at Mpila camp for three nights but as the weather
seemed uncertain,with quite a lot of cloud,we told the warden that if the bridge
was passable in the morming we play safe and move on to Umlalazishe made the
necessary booking for us. Apart from the river problem in the Park itself there was
also the fact that the temporary causeway across the Umfolozi on the N2 at
Ktubatuba had been severed recently by floeding,and might be againjsc the sconer
we got further south the better. In any case,although we did see a rhino,we

got the impression from the warden and his wife(Botha),that the animal stocks

had been depleted by he long drought and had not yet recovered. However it was
hoped that they were now starting the'seven fat tears'. The warthog seem to be
natural survivors;two families roamed the camp grounds looking very fit and frisky.
Rain started in the evening,and in te morning the camp* and surroundimg hills
were blanketed in mist;bought some buffalo shoes at the camn shon andjazsured
that the bridge was alright,we departed:the river had in fact lost height and

the causeway was visible. Coffee at the Forest Inn,noting that practically all
the coast lands on te journey down from Mtubatuba to Richards Bay were devoted to
forest;vast stands of eucalyptus and fir. Then he sugar plantations start to take
over. Reached Mtunzini and the Umlalazi Nature Reserve by luchtime and occupied
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@ Swiss-type log chalet,fully equin-ed,for RI3 each. The reserve lies between the
estuary of the Uml=zlazi river and the Indian ocean.0n the river there are facilities
for fishing(zome commereial fishing is done from here offshore in nower boata-using o
only rods and lines a black crew of six or seven exvect to land 100 kilo of
slinger,rock cod,tunny,and offers,in a day's fishing. On the ocean side there is

a magnificent beach backed by dunes,stretching for atleast five kms. When I
enquired at the office about sea-bathing the warden was careful to voint ocut that
although they had not had any shark attacks there were no shark nets and it was
advisable not to swim when the water was not clear as this was when they came
inshore. However I was not long in getting my first dip in salt water since our
holiday started,but didn't venture beyond the firat breakers. As we have decidal to
stay three nights here we have time to relax and gather our wits. One thing we

have pemarked upon since entering Natal from Swazi is that in contrast to Transvaal,
Natal is largely English speaking,often with almost standard BB accent. We find

2 sense of relief in not having to cove with the Afrikaaner, The Zulus are not

80 easy to obtain a smile from as other blacks:indeed the appearance of many,

both men and women, is quite fierce and unresvonsive:not prepossessing either

in face or figure. Yet we found the black staff in the Hatal Parks quites
trustworthy,and their cooking was excellent. Perhaps because their homeland is
fairly isolated from white influence they remain a little unsure in their relationss
with them. And the Zulu wars must still be fresh in tribal memory. mtunzini
village,near the reserve seems to be a fairly modern'garden city' development
complete with country club,hotel,golf course,Anglican church. The layout,on the
slopes down to the sea,is very attractive and spacious;and it is English speaking!
We have enjoyed the three nights qut idling the time away on the beach or ajy the
Jjetty or drinking coffee:at the Tradewinds Hotel in the village. OQur motoring

has been confined to the two or three kilometres goimg up there. The only wildlife
has been monkeys clambering over the cabin roof and in the nearby trees;sometimes
their chatter was:quite raucous,matched only by the calls of the Hadeda Ibis birds
roosting quite close. Tomorrow Ist March we hsve a long run-about 260 kms-down the
coast via Durban to Margate,but it is = good road with (we hope) no problems.

Writing on tie 8th Marchino-the run down from Umlalazi to Durban was fast-

setting off at B.I5 sm we were in Durban at the Lonsdale Hotel by I0am-I40 kma,

But for the idea of seeing Durban again we could have by-passed it on the motorway
and gone straight on to the south coast =nd saved ourselves parking etec oroblems!
However we managed alright and had the pleasure of seeing Durban's smaller scale
replica of Belfast's City Hall, Then down the coast rond to Port Shepstone ,with
only the temporary causeway at Scottbirgh(built because the main.hridge had been
swept away by recent floods) as a slight delay. Arrived at Port Shenstone shortly
after noonand were lucky to stop at the Bedford Inn,which has excellent bar food,
for a fish lunch. Afuther I5 kms to Margate, where we had only just settled into
the CDS holiday flats when there was a knock at the door by Winnie and Peter, who
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had travelled down from the Drakensburgs = day early because it had been raining
up there, Noel Watterson and his wife remembered us from last year and gave
Winnie and Peter the option of & separ-te flat{only R4 extra a nisht),which they
took. (The charge for a flat is now s minimum of RIB,or REB ner nerson if more

than two). So we had the comfort of = flat ench,but anart from breakfast we
usu:lly dined together in ocurs. After travelling so 'ong it is Te=1ly home from
home,with the bonus that one walks straight from the gardens onto the Marg-te
beach, a ten minute stroll =long the beach from a seawster rock noel one way,

“nd the municival freshwater pool(25 mts by 50 mts) the other way. Winnie =nd Peter
stayed five nighte “nd it took us all thet time to cateh up with their news

and travels from Capetown:but most imnortant wns that they had heard from Jil!
th=t she and Martin were expecting to move into a four-bedroomed nlace of their
own at the end of March. We did some nice trips with W & P-on Sunday to Oribi
Gorge,in the hills-on Monday to Port Edward-and on Tuesday to Ramsgote. Also on
Monday evening,because it was Peter's birthday(4th March),we had an evening meal
at the Inn on the Sea at Ramsgate-excellent food and a nice setting overlooking
the lagoon and beach. It all passed pleasantly,but very quickly,and we were sorry
to see them go on Wednesday morning,but they had to do this if them were to complete
their tour to Kruger;so we arranged to meet uv again at the Jacaranda in J'burg,
on the I5th. Maud and I spent another five nights at M=rgate,doing nofhing in
particular except take in the sun|fortunately there were cloudy swnells otherwise
we would have had too much). I did regular swimming but Maud refrained because
she thought it was not good for her sore ribs. The sea bathing here is really a
tussle with the breakers,as W & Pfound one day to their survrise! Even the rock
pool,at high tides,gets an overflow from them. The air on the coast is very
relaxingf-as one localmman put it when he was sleepy during the day 'he was
suffering from Natal sickness'. We are getting bits of news from the UK;the
miner's strike is over;nine police have been killed at Newry;the economy and the
£ are still shaky. In SA there is the interminable discussion in the papers

2bout apartheid in it's various aspects:apparently in the UK some reference was
made to apartheid as racial genocide(of the blacks),but as one commentator wrote
it is singularly inept if this is it's aim because the black population has
increased more than double in recent years: a2t the moment none of them starve,but
the resources on the country,particularly the water supplies,could not cope with
the smme continued rate of growth. Apartheid or no, this is going to be the
critical factor in the future, Meanwhile there are moves te abolish some of the
hinor' discriminations like separnte amenities eg segregated besaches,though
aleng the south Natal coast we saw no evidence of this excent,»s an excevntion,
two fat blsack women in the sea at St. Michaels. Otherwise the resorts are very
much a white,almest Victorian,preserve;there are of course bikinis,snd modern
flats being built,but the general air is of many decades ago,with retired

elderly people to match{we should talk),Behind the beaches,on the hills there
are beautiful developments of stylish house and bungalows,alw=ys with good gerdens.
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There are churches in abundance-inglican Metodist and Ba-tist,nlus the occassional
Dutch Rexformed and Roman Catholic:Mrs Watterson is Anglican and her husband R C.
Golf,Tennis,and Howls are well n»rovided for,and there are nlenty of social
gatherings and bridge clubs. Sheltered flats etc are being srovided for elder'y
people on the coast but,as Mrs Watteraon said,inflation is making their cost to
buy very high-she instanced H50 or R60 thousand,although by uK levels these are
not toc bad;hoeever one has to remember that pension arrangements in SA are not

as good or as inflation pfoofed as at home. We have been quite avid readers of

the local papers,partly to glean interesting sidelights on our surroundings, but
also in the hope that there might be some UK news-there seldom is! No English
papers are sold in these parts and the radio usually confines international news
to that with an impact on SA;for instance the strenghh of the dollar,and the effect
of the end of the miners strike on SA coal pricee. One lenghy newspazer article
dealt with the colonial share out of Africa by the European pmers, particularly
after the defeat of Germany in the first world war =nd pointed out that the
boundaries were often quite arbitrary and paid no attention to tribal or natural
divisions. Much of Africa is now still being governed on these same divisions,
with consequent political differences within each state,even after independence.
Nigeria,5 W A,and Zimbabwe are examples. Of course the theme leads up to the
argument that within South Africa itself there is justification for a measure

of separate development for the various tribal groups,in other words apartheid

for the blacks as well as for the whites. The sad thing is,he says,is that once
black leaders obtain power they are loath to alter the original national boundaries,
for instqnce in Zimbabwe the Mashonas under Mugabe insist in ruling the Matabeles
in the south of the country,notwithstanding the desire of the latter to have some
control over their own affairs. On Monday the IOth we said goodbye to the
Wattersons and travelled via Port Shepstone,up past Oribi Gorge to Hardigg,passing
through tribal lands in the hills,with thatched rondavels,and the road threnging
with natives,all apparently wekl fed and clothed, Then approaching Harding forestry
takes over. Morning coffee at the Southern Cross Hotel there,and on inteo the
northern section of Transkei without having to go through any Customs,and on to
Unzimkulu. The wide sweep of hills and valleys on this road is impressive,broken
only by one or two roadside villages,the main native settlements of thatched huts
being dotted over the slopes of the lgndscape,uncluttered by fences or hedges: the
Drakensburgs rise in the west. Umzimkulu Hotel,where:we were once glad to stay

for the night,is now run down and seedy;I had a beer in the public bar but was
happy to leave:half of it to the loecels,noisily tippling,even at that hour.

The Transkei customs collected RI from us for visa on the way outithe SA customs
didn't ask for the usual entry form because of the residence parmit stamp in our
passports. On to Ixopo,then up through the hills,in country largely similar to
Tfanskai,to Bulwer,where we were very pleased to get hake and chips for lunch

at the hotel,sitting on the verandah,and feeding the hotel cat. Not satisfied with

our contribution of fish it demolished gqnd ate a2 praying mantis{or something
Bimilar in front of our eves'! Another enad ascenie run fram Bulwer tn Midmar Dam.
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In all we had covered 330 kms,muchxafritxim Fusmaiek romxoxsduione What struck

us most was that the land in Transkei seems under utilised compared with that

in SA,21though it must be equal'y fertile, Given the inelination (which may be
absebt),and the necessary cnpital,Tronskei seems potentially rich in agricul ture
livestock 2nd forestry. By the time we reached Midmarabout three pm thesky had
elodded and the rain set in fér the rest of the dayand being in the hills it

was much cooler than at the coast. Also the chalet seemed austere after the
luzury of Margate. So our first impression was dissappointing. But on Tuesday
morning the sun shone and the lake and its setting were besutiful, Had a look

at the historical museum near the camp-rather similar in conception to the
Cultra Folk museum,but not as good,though still interesting. Had hoped to hire
a sailing boat later but none available so took a short trip in the Parks Bosrd
truck through the game area arcund the dam-White Rhino,black Wildebeast,and
blesbok the main stock, In the evening had a succseful wood brai -potatoes and
onions roasted in their jackets,pork chops and sausages, Wednesday:had to make
an early start to Ladysmith, Harrismith,Kestell,Clarens and Golden Gate National
Park-a rather long 373 kms,with only the:Ladysmith connection with the Boer War
of muech interest. The road was a series of steep climbs up to the highveld,notably
the:Van Reenen Pass, Rather tired when we reached Golden Gatesincidentally Maud
still has twinges of pain from another fall at some steps near the Margate
Municipal pool,particularly her left shoulder. Otherwise we are locking pretty
sunburnt and fit. Golden Cate is in the Maluté range>mext to the Drakensburgs
and the temperature was noticably lower than at Midmar:also as evening came so
did the rain;but I managed a brai-lamb chops and sausage. Our original booking
here was for three: nights at Glen Reensn camp,in a rondavel,but as we could only
stay one night before moving on to meet Winnie and Peter we used up our beoking
deposit by transfering to one of the chalets,complete with radio,TV and telephone,
in the Bramvag conference centre. TV was nothing great but at least I saw the
highlights of the rugby international between Wales and Scotland, There was

& thunder storm during the night(so Maud told me!) and in the morning the

hills were shrouded in cloud and mist:so we did not see the rather unusual

rock cliffa of the Maluti's at the¥p best:however in a short run up a dirt road
when we first arrived we had seen ﬂiack wildebeest and besbok on the hill slopes
and a predator which might have been a lynx., The rain reminds us that for the
first time since the bad drought the Midmar Dam is now I00% full and overflowing
down to the Albert Falls Dam,which has also filled:every cloud has a silver
lining! Left Brandwag in rain on Thursday I4th March and made the best of it %
through the meuntain scenery via Clarens,Fouriesburg,Ficksburg, to Senekal where
we had lunch at the hotel(only steakburger and hamburger but very enjoyable).
Although the skies had cleared a little it was still unsettled =o we decided

to keep motoring én the direction of J'burg via Bethlehem(!),Reitz and Frankfort
Etn Villiers,where we spent the night at the Municipal Resort.
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This is pleasantly situated on the banks of the Vaal Rivex(a muddy colour!),but
is not modernihowever the prices take account of this and the first offer by the
mansiger was & hut at R6{with no facilities):finally we settled for one with
stove,fridge and toilet,but no hot water,which cost RII plus hire of bhedding
making it up to RIS. The accomodation was spartan andit turned out that there

was only one pair of sheets left,so I had to make do with only blankets:nevertheless
we had a comfortable night. To get a hot bath or wash we had to go to the
ablution block;in the evening Maud decided to go to wash her hair,while I sat
outside the rondavel smoking my pipe: After a little while I noticed this lady
walking over to the huts some distance away and in the fading light I thought
{casually) that she was blonde:then after a few more moments,as the figure
dissappeared behind trees, the penny dropped thet it was wearing M-ud's Botswana
skirt! Not for the first time Maud had lost her sense of direction! The towel
round her head had given the impression of blond hair. 4 loud hail brought her
back! On Ist March we had an easy run of I28kms into J'burg ~nd were at the
President Holiday Inn having coffe by IC »m. By the time we had also called at
the Bank and got up to the Jacaranda Winnie & Peter had already arrived,having
spent the night at Middleburg, From the time we met until they checked in at

Jan Smuts for their flight about 5.30pm Saturday we hardly stopped t=lking

go ing over what had happened since leaving Margate etc, But we did manage

a visit to the Carlton Centre,including the 50th floor,and the Oriental Plaza,
and to the Wilds and Sunnyside Park Hotel on the Saturday morning, Very pleasant.
Maud and Winnie had themselves,and a few others,in stitches,by appearing for
dinner on Friday evening in very similew outfits of white with black spots;quite
by chance! When we parked the car in the underground park at the Carlton Centre:
wez didn't take note of the bay number with the result that we:'had to wander round
trying to locate the:car, In the process Maud stumbled on a broken piece of path
and once again hurt her ankle and grazed her knee. On Sundey we missed Winnie add
Peter and decided we would put in some time searching for Billy Dalzell's cousén
Eric, Actually it took us all day:in the morning we found two ninth avenues in
different parts of the:city but they weren't the right ones;then at morning coffee
in the Jacaranda a man kindly got his detailed map and identified one at Parktown
North, Armed with his directions we set off after lunch and found the bungalow
without much trouble,only to see: that it was in process of reconstructiocn and
uncccupied., A black maid who was passing was able to tell us thgt Eric had died
but didn't know anything about the family except that Rebeccala daughter?) lives
at Roodeport. So we czlled at number Ta,next door,and were kindly invited in by
the Van Rensburgs,who were able to tell us that Eric had suffered from hardening
of the arteries for over two years before his death in & nursing home zbout eight
months ago;he had become confused in his mind and at times incoherent, The son

Patrick is in a town house at Montgomery Park where we later called,but he was
not in, While talking in Rensburgs there was quite a heavy thunder and hailstorm.
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Monday 4th March we:called on Harford at Leisuremobile “nd arranged to keep
JXD290T until our flight on Friday and rnaid a further RIOZ for the extra four
days,also reconfirmed our return flight with Zambisn Airways|a curious ritual
seeing that they would refuse to carry you on any flight other than that stated
on the ticket!-but if you did not reconfirm they cl-im the right to reallocate
your seat,leaving you strandedl}. Did some shonping 8t the C=ariton Centre,
Tuesday wasn't much of a day for us: SAA told us that they could not obtain

& Globetrotter replacement for the damaged suitcase-they would offer an inferior
type,or R20 in cash with return of our own case.We decided to teke the latter
option. Wednesday visited the Johannesburg Botanical Gardens at Emmarentia-

hard to find because the area is off the usual tourist m2ps,and there is very
little publicity of them;a pity because they in a lovely setting beside a lake,
on which two fellows were tiring themselves out canceing. Went on to find the
Holiday Inn at Sandton for lunch, but finished at the Sandton Sun instead and
vere'very glad of it, because it has a commanding site and the terrace restaurant
looks mtd out over miles of country:and has good a 1a carte dishes at prices
which are reasonable considering the amenities. The hotel building has a massive
central area rising the full height of the structure with the decor in brass

and other metallic tones-similar in idea to the Sun at Plettenburg Bay and at
Bophutatswana, but to my mind far more impressive, From the restaurent floor

one leaves the hotel pro-er to a shop»ing complex as luxurious as the hotel,
with most of the shop prices to match,though to be fair one can go to = lower
level and find the more mundane chain stores. Thursday,after completing some
purchases at Carlton Centre,we again had the frustrating experience of not

being able to find the car in the underground park., After an initial circuit of
what we thoughtwaz=was the right level I fet Maud return to & cafe upstairs to
rest(she had hurt her amkm ankle atsome steps at Hillbrow Post Office),and
returned td search myself;after concluding that it just was not on floor B,where
we thought we'd left it I started again at floor A,came down the shoots,and
finally decided that we must have descended to floor C, and lo and behold,there:
it was- about an hour's search! I returned to the cafe to collect Maud,all
pleased, and coudd not understand why she burst out laughing-the situation was
not all }Bat funny! However she asked had I seen my faze face-she said it looked
as though I had come up from 2 cosl mine! vhen I looked at my left hand it was
coverd with black soot or something and obviously I had rubbed my face and tronsfered
some there. Fortunately it contained no 0il so I was =sble to wipe off most of it.
How many people had seen me before that I do not care to redollect! After a bath
at the hotel we went up to Sandton again to h-ve lunch and restore our morale-
very successfully. Looking =t the wider front, the rand has been recovering some
of its fall against the dollar -nd sterling| the latter now buys =about R2,IB
against over R2,50 when we started the holid-y. Also gold has perked up to over
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300 dollars:from Monday next the G3T roes un from I0F to 12%:the budeet has raised
state pensions from RIGS sm for whites to HISC:colouresds -na blecks pet lower
pensions- the blsacks now abput RIOO and the eoloureds= in hetween. The Rand Daily
Mail is to close,removing one of the main Eng'ins lansu-pe critics of pavernment
policy and actinn-lack of customers is given s the resson. There hsve been several
irstances of black unrest in various rarts of SA:recent'y =t Lasnse nasr Fort
Elizabeth,where -olice have fired on an advancine erowd and hove killed tesns af
vegpde. The crowd tacties to orovoke the nolice and give them bod ~ublicity are
exactly as emvloyed in Belfnst, dlderly-peosle or children are in the firines line,
dmerican TV has staged confrontations betwemn Souther African personslities BE

Pic Botha =snd Bishop Tutu. Botha argued that outside attemnts te influence

change in 5 A were dangerpus and could imnede hrogress in the ongoing talks
between the SA government ~=nd black leaders, Then big business,in the person of
Harry Oppenheimer,also said that disinestment could only make life worse for the
blacks,and therefor promote violent,rather than peaceful,change. When one looks at
the manifest achievemenis of private vhite enterprise in South Africa ene ean only
dread any violent change in the political set-up., There was a sad reminder of what
could hapoen when I spoke to & young vhite(English descent)Rhodesian mother at the
rooftop pool at the Jacaranda. She had been born in Rhodesia of immigranta from

UK and had been guite keen to remain in Zimbabwe 2fter independance,but she and
her husband had reluctantly to decide that education for their children wou'd

be inadequite because black teachers were rev'acing vhite,with a rawid decline in
stand~rds. Her narents,who had "emiprated" to Scotland,were unable to gt their
capital out of Zimbabwe., Such is the wind of change bloving over the southern nart
of Africa. The South African Government has done a gre-t deal for the homeland
areas of the blacks,the erux is what itcsn achieve for the so-ca2lledPurban" blacks,
IN Johannesburg there are m ny blacks of obvious affluence and gtyle:I would socner
trust the vhite man rather than the black to tend to the needs of the voorer blacks,
I would like to have seen any progress which has been made in Soweto since nur
last viesit but we did not get the chance:only one thing is certain,that violence
is still prevalent,as is unemvloyment. Lookinz at the country since it's
devekopment by the white man in the comparatively short space of one hundred

years one ean only ask the guestion to what extent the expanding black population
is entitled to benefit from the initi-tive of the wvhites:certainly they have

and 8till do provide most of the heavy manusl 1labour reguied for development,but
withdraw the white comtribution and chaos could result,as in other African states,
There is the conundrum, Anyvay we so home temarrew and it +ill become academie

for the moment,

In all we have travelled 8707 Lkms.
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